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The Author 


iallie Poff ilynt is the daughter of the late 
Pence Wier. O.GF Pork. one Was: Voerm Ln TLS her 
county, ‘sbruary 235.1692, she received ner schooling 
indie . She was married out of high school to tt. w. 
iLynt, a merchant in Tulie, but she has never ceased 
to study. Study is her hobby. 
, ohe has, by correspondence, received a diploma 


from "The Standard Training School." She has won a 
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diploma in Bible Study. She-also has five extra credits 
in Bible Study. She has taken:.a course in writing 
and has studied government. She has studied 
French and Spanish, and has had three years of latin, 
and has taken a course in journslisn. 

She has always beon active in the Methodist 


Church and is a member of the Womans" study “lub. 
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f. SAGA OF SWISHbR COUNTY 


owisher County--the lend of prophecy and promise-- 
iies ian the heart of the "Golden Spread", a term made 
famous by Cotton John, the radio and television 
announcers It lies also in the heart of the great 
plains country. It typifies the fact that all great 
things in life are free, for there is an abundance of 
fresh air, water and sunshine. Fresh air that heals 
tke invalidic person; sunshine that makes things 
thrive and prow; and water, tat quenches the thirst 


of mah, bird, beast and the lanc, 


Ree AU ee  iecuaes eo’ a. ty tee tS Ta ek ee 
aa: ees eee ; vk " Titi ; 

ate i as i , » . vy : 
ys 
Y | 
- 
ae 
a, \ 

| 
, 
\ raed hy ot aay ewe 
mg hoor hren, weedqory Ye, onal htm qua0® ‘ronlakwe ees 
‘a uty ns 
Shan miss ss. ane Seas, nebsfom™ “ead ig ong itt AP waht 
aobeeuatns inte ofbet “ade uttran RTOS ed: arom? — 
a a 
er wit ho dR oid at onin ae an “TO OVOMTE 
troy ifr ws a last nas opt ay Gf. _ semnue hate me % ‘a 
ee 7S Ws ‘ 
Xo oan ahrurct ps 2h ate od 0 aed gra ov fut agri a aes 
| ae gs 
' | eLisart nits ahi am “tj umiece bes qedew . rte degat ni) 


ecvinly esrlurt sbi om iden: tnoetog OfD.tL owe t ind 
4 Setins saz wretoroup Jo. eTodew Ons ivory bas eviuid . 


euthl oft bits dened etd yttem to 


- o 
; ae . 
‘. iar a ; 
: ul 
Pur f ’ 
; ray : 4 
a or | ve Pi 
neat p a yi 
" oe 


bi 


= 


Page 


Put let us co back to the earliest history of 
owisher County thet had Ped herrea he as early as 1830. 
At that time the Comanches and Kiowas were wandering 
around over the broad prairies, killing the buffalo 
for its meat and its hide. Coming from the Northwest 
thoy moved down upon the myriads of buffalo to decimate 
the Gigantic herds. It has been estimated that 
the prea "Thundering Herds" at that time mumbered 
ever 75,000,000. 

As the buffalo maag@ their anmual trek from 
Central Ganada:.to the Southern coast there was not 


a single house .or barbed wire fence to impede their 


Then the white men came in their conestagas, or 
covered wagons, seeking financial gain from the provender 
of ths olains by slaying the buffalo... They 
ushered ina n:w era known as the hide hunting days. 

Dees ue whten hae hunters, in 1872-1873 slaughtered 
what was estimt od to have heen Bice 7320 buiiale, 
and from 1877-1878 there were slaughtsred in the 
Panhandle alon: over 6,600,000 buffalo. 

orisher county is just one of the rany counties 
that fieured in this p¢reat: holocaust. 


when our fore-fathers came to this part of the 


country it was by no chance or accident that they 
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Ghose this particular county in which to settle. 
Neither was it made famous by fabl.: or fiction, but 
it was made known by its founder, James Gibbon Swisher, 
[he county was created in 1876 and organized in 1890. 
It was named for tea bounges iy. owisher, whoowas 
Signer of the Texas Ooo arene of Incependence and 
who took active part in the storming of San Antonio 
during. the war- with Mexico in 1835. 
ovisher county: comprises mine hundred sections, 
an area that is thirty miles square. Within its 
confines there is a wealth of material blessings. 
ite grassy acres that) suretch oub: in ¢real undulating 
Waves make it a. cattleman paradise, while its soil-cis 
the county was surveyed by Iir. W. B. Iltchinson, 
assisted by J. L. Cantrell and ©. €. Poff. It was 
the dream of Mr. Hutchinson that there be an artsrial 
line of roads connecting the four outlying corners 
of the county that would le.d to Tulia, the focal 
point of all rocds. Gould he have looked forward to 
see our well peved farm to market roads that stretch 
out to the ends and borders!of our county, he would 
have seen that his drears had been realized. 


on July 17, 1890, the leading citizens of Tulia 
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went tc Plainview to inaugurate the county seat 
of swisher county. At that time Wadsworth, a settlement 
southeast of Tulia, wanted to be the county 
seat. So the question was contested at Plainview 
and Tulia came out winner. 

sulia , the county seat of owishor county, had its 
beginning as a line camp situated on Middle Tule 
Creek. The camp was a stopping placé for the cavboys 
who rods the range for the famous Adair ianch. 

lulia derived hear name from the Tule Creek, of 


which there. are three. tributaries, one was known as 


Clw 


South Lule, one as Middle [ule and the other North 
Tule. As previously stated, ftulia was situated on 


é 


mde len Tule’. 

Tulia gradually developed from a line camp--that 
consisted of a dugout and-a barbed wire enclcaure for 
their horses into a thriving metropolis. The dugout 
acted like a magnet--drawing unto itself churches, 

“schools and homes. 

Te Ue Connor, oft:n spoken of as Wine Pounder of 
fulia", was one of the first inhabitants of Swisher 
county, having moved here in 1087. Urs Connor's 
virst home was a dugout situated near !idule Tule. 


(This. branch of the Tule creek was fed bra. spring, and 


that was the source of their water suoply). Later 
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Wie; Gormor buils'@).two stor: house on the- southern 


‘extrem_ty of Namell Avenue. this house stood for 


many years a lam mrk of Tulia. 


Mes Seno irs.) Connor reared a Tamiuly ob five Sons 


and one daughter. Harry, the fourth sen, was the first 


baby .boy born in Swisher county. (heir daughter, 
Miss lala Gonnor taught school at Pulia a mamber of eae 
Mr. ana Ns. Tl. A. Craw were other vioncéers thet 
Came to Tilia jn/t6e7.° Mrs. Gray being the first 
white woman to settle here. They Llivea in a dugout 
soutinrest of town near fiddle [ule Creek. They, too, 
withstood the testing of Hie Rimes. while thay did 
noe live on tho s@me place as previously locatvd-- 
still they remained in Tulia until ae damise. 

when owisher County was first See an, Lyi 
1890 the first business transacted was the establishment 


OD The Lon sive. .Mr.. Conor suvplied the 


section of land which was divided into lots, and each 


voter who was instrumental in naming Tulia as the 


county seat, was alloted forty lots apiece, lots being 
Peserved 2Or Cour Lown, anc clby park. 

The Next. thine the yours cdidiwas to elect: the 
COUNT? TOLtICersy Vite, We Ee. bottles, jucees ferd 
fault iner,  eounby Clerks Frank) Soott. sheriifs "io, 
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appointed. the same year to fill out the unexpired 
term of 2. 3stecatl. Ns fe et commissioners were 
ats) Mig. Shs Gonnor, ir. stepp, lred pcott and J. I. 
ta lings. 

Others who have served as sheriff of cwisher 


County were Messrs: Frank Brittan, G.. C. Hutchinson 
; ‘) 5 ’ 


ie De FOrtar, We Bovrawiord, ULbroy Porter, J.C. 
Moseley, whose unexpired Germ was filled by nis wite, 
mente teers: John Gaylor, iMeh white, and Darrell 
smith. 


The men who have served as county judges from 


1890-1958 were: 


Name of Judges Years in Office Years Served 


J. Ul. Settle 1890 resigned do not know 


Hjided out tor Settie Hirst. tyro 


from 1890-1892 


Ge a word 


Ws Go Turner 1893-189), 2 years 


cd. he Shaeker 195-1298 


Tie Tomlinson 1899-190 


we G.. Dinviddie 1905-1906 


W. B. Tle 1907-1910 ie 
We. M.. Hendrix 1911-1914 h " 
Wie Se Tomlinson 1915-1920 Gn 
J. J. Swepston 1921-1922 RL 
We We. Crater 1923-1932 rept 
B. C. MeCasland 1933-1938 Si. 
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James T. Hale 1939-19h6 Cvs tale 
le Ae Wa Lace 19h7—May 1, 1951 yrs & mos. 
Claude T. Shelton May 1, 1951 to 7 yrs. & 8 mos, 


Dec. 31, 1958 


GO. We? ose Wid) take office Jan. 1, 1959 
for. lyear term. 


SCJIOOLS 

schools have always becn an important issue in 
Yulia. The early records clearly reflect the fact 
that our fore-fathers believed that education was the 
basis) Por eater aye tiene vans The year before 
the country was organized they bogan to plana epenen 
of education. 

In 1889 the. first school building was crected. 
+t was a little one room house. The lumber for the 
bDuildine was hauled from Amariilo, w. G. Connor, 
G. ©. Garter, am the Faulkner Brothers doing the 
hauling. 

rhe first school pile had a rostrum in the 
front end of the building and the room was equipped 
With-a tuather's desk, long recitation benches,  black- 
boards, and a water buckst from which all the pupils 
drank from the same dipper. 

Later another ro mwas added erica te bhe school 
building a T shape. otill later another building was erect:d. 
a two story frame building. The lower floor was used 


as a school room and the upper 
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‘room was us::d by the haconse this builcing stood 
adjacent to the old school house. 

(ho first torm of school opened with eleven pupils, 
viz., Not Gray, Mamie vray, Bouse Connor, 
Jake Butts, Arch Connor, Lula Connor, Frank Faulkner, 
Mae t'aulkner, Birdie Carter, Nelle Carter, and Ldna 
Carter. The superintendents who served the Tulia 


(9) 


school from 1889-1958 were: Ligzie Butts, Prof. 

VW. p. 
MeGeehve., TT. Ws Tomlinson, Brewer, Boyd, 0.0. ‘ercuson, 
rarsons, Kuntz, Celsor, Mrs. Gertrude Laney, Beason, 
Adams, Cates, sam Houston, ©. I. Sone, »otory Savage, 
bapWwe i, ws. tl. Younrer, 1, h.Turney, and WwW. ¥. 
owinburn, 

Sin ths vear D007 Tulia's first brick schood 
building was A Nt | It was-a thres story structure 
having eleht large rooms separated by a long hallway 
and the third floor. was used as an auditorium. [hi 
building was torn down after being condemned in 19h@. 

MPa ts oe ULC hanson was on haivman oriihe: bonird of 
trustees at the time the first brick building was 
built. O. UO. Poflt amd JviL, Cantrell were the other 
board mombers. 

In the year 1923 a more mocern buildim was 


erected. As Lulia ger:w--the school system brew 


until the present day when we have many buildings 
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that stand as a monument to the school minded inhabi- 
tants. 

In the year 1690 ir. Jess Pearson suttied in the 
Valley View community and in 1892 he taught school 
at pleasant community. The first year he had 42 
pupils. But the next year the enrollment dropped to 
26 due to the prevailing drought. 

the years went by and the rural districts began 
to show their cultural advancement by establishing 
schools anc churches at Happy, Kress, Love, Vigo Fark, 


ne LaKC © 
Union jill, feek View, Houston and alkins. 


GEURCEsS UF TULIA 


while saloons were a customary evil in the typical 
west:rn settlement-- the churches came in and tne saloon 
went out. 

then we look at the mignificient churchss of Tulia 
teday we see In our‘imbination a panaromic view of 
the seople that have passed along lulia's highiay, 
who have left-in their wake-churcnes that stand toduy 
as a living testimony to the loyalty, ardor and: zeal 


of ths phonecrs. 


The sturdy pioneer brought something to the 
plains more stable than juit their miterial possessions 
that they crovwGex into tneir covered wagons ere 


they started forth on their long trek over the sun- 
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baked, windswept prairie. ‘They brought with toem 
that which was to enoble their lives to. future 
generations ard their posterity. 

when we delve into the history of the past we 
are constrained to Sing with the poet, "Faith of 
our Yather's Living Still". . For was it not evident 
that our fathers carried with toem the. flaming torch 
of Christianity? with small beginnings, tie three 
leading c -urches of. our conrunity were organizec 
any LOOT. 

Ihe Baptist had’an enrollment. of five when they 
organized in 1691. They wore Bro. ‘branps, rs; etamps:; 
lirs., Butts; Jake Butts and Lizzie Butts(according to. lirs. 
-. We Tomiinson, church historian). 

Ine Presbyterian church like-svrise corp-ani wed in 
1891. There were: thirteen chéerter membors: viz. , 
IV. Os. Trim ali ps. «J. He Jutchinson,(ilester rutehinson, 
B. A&A. Hutchinson, G. C. Hutehinson,s ie !. wright, 
je. Hs Cox, os ds Cox, Cora &. Phillips ard P.oA. 
Burkhalter. kev. Phillips acted as mocerator and 
hrs Durkhe iter acted-as ct erk (according to Kirk 
rea 

In the year 1891 Rev. hi. 13. Morris with tie aid 
of ev. Jerome farrelson, Presiding Lider, organized 


the First Kethodist Church of Tulia.. There were 
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seventeen chirter mefbers; viz. , J. H. Stegall, 

UV. Ly otegall, N..P. Browning, Missourl Faulkner, Ferd 
Faulkner, Luila Faulkner, Mrs. otacy, Paul Bently, 

Ny Ae. pentlyy ©. a. Hush, Urey a. Hush, Tf. “Po nus, 
Lelia Rush, oa lie Rush, Geor, e “us and Jerome 
Harrelson. 

In the year 1906 A. K. Scott, a minister of the 
first. Christian Church, held a meeting in the old 
Presbyterian Church and organized the iat Christian 
Chureh of Tulia. There wre 27 charter. members. 
if forts were made immediately after their See 
to erect a buildine. In the meantime services were 
held in the Presbyterian Church on Dy PURE egnea ae 
with Henry Hegemeyer of Plainview in charge. On 
the first sundiy in ooptember LOO/. their church was 


. 


decicatad. Among the charter membe.s were Messrs 


° 
PPR | We 


| 


bye Ge Pecke saa family, WwW. W. Stephenson and family, 
James frye and wife, F. R. Anderson anc wife, brs. 
John fois Mrs. Foster Klous, and: ob hers. 

The central Church of Christ began wors ipping 
in the county. court room-in,Fabruary 196/. sixteen 
persons attended the first Service. 

hen the churches first organized they met in 
the old one rsom school house, alternating the Sunda,:s 


anong diferent denominations. : 
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A Union Sunday School was held in the aftsrnoon. 


Among the early superintendents were i. B. [utchinson, 
a’ Presbytertan, lerd Fau kner, a tethodist, am UW. 
Ferguson, also a lethocist. 

The iethodist Church pioneered in church building. 
In the year 1697 Tulia's first church was erected. 
Although it was a Methodist Church it was Pao paesinis 
by the hearty contributions of all denomim tions. 

In the Little methodist Church, the same as in 
the old school house, tlhe Baptist, Presbyterians, and 
Methodists alternated the sundays untit the Baptist 
and Presbyterians Churches were built. 


. 
Me 


in Tulie.. Today there are sichtcen diffsrent denom- 


inations. ,. Taking alphabetically they are: 


fhe assembly of God 62. orb ors (1958) 
Assemblea De Dois 2b I 4 
tt 
The First. Baptist Church 1295 — " " 
Vy 


(he Mediterranean Baptist 


{ho Calvary Baotist 253 ‘oe r 


The Primitive Baptist 22 " " 
25 " " 


The irst Christian Church 
the Lutheran Church 


Uhtireh of Ulris 


Nd 
Wat 


Central Church of Christ | 


Catholic Church 


As the years went by other churches. were organizcd 
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the First Wethodist Church 668. " " 
fhe Trinity Methodist bby " " 
The Pontacostal Church 
fhe Presbyterian Church 267 " MN 
The seventh Vay Acventist lO . " Ph 
Christian Scientist 

some of the business oe that were located 
in Pulte in the nineties were "Scott and vass", who 


Opsrated a grocery, drygoods:and hardware store, and 
Thecker Brothers". -anopher merctantice, business 


tier Served tle people im Tie Date: nineties NG, Un 


Huteuinson ani Uass PSG aan ee, operated from 898-1899. 
later #. B. Hutchinson opzrated a business of his own. 
"J. L. vantrall and Dunbar" bought.out Warnor dnd 

race, Jormer merchants, ana they continued in-business 


a number of years, and still later "Cantrell and 


shows" became the lesding drypgoods and grocery store. 


Chey were in business from 1697-1938. 


In 1907 i. Ww. Flynt opened up a confection: ry, 


ae 
6p) 


and Tor severnd years it, ‘continued to be run 
Piven ‘si Contect .orery”.) laor “horever he added 
ee bo Hie business «7: lie aiso sold musics 1 

LMS Uris nys und etilt Jeter he -opanes ws a Lins of 


3 aj 


Crugs. He continued: in: businsss fitty-one years. 


He ratired in 1958, naming his son, wayne Flynt as his 
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ihe Dirm combined to. the present time 
undar the mme of "Flynt Jewelry and Drug". 
In recalling names of people of vesteryaar, we 


would not. overlook that of lr. GC. U. Poff. To him 


belongs the distinction of living. in sSvisher County 


a loncer period of time than any other citizen. He 


moved to “Uwisher County in 1890--establishing a home 


Site on North Tule Creek. He lived there continuously 


4 


for (67 years, until his demise in Docember 1957. 


During that time he withstood, drouths, scourge by 


fire, sand-storms ani the plague of crasshopvers and 


he emerg dd, from ali saying, "I have hed more good 


preaks than I hive had bad ones ", 


) 


occupation in 


iF 


While ranchine was the primary 
owisher County, agriculture soon made its advent. 


se was @stimted that the -Panhancdle 


Sevyinty years ago it 


and South Plains had a populetion around five or six 


hundred persons, the greater pert of them consisting 


of cowboys. his was the day of >the big cov outfits 


tnat cousted their herds by the Unousands. Probably 


there were 500,600 head--s11 mtive Long norns.. ‘he 


In thé .ningtics )smeaii stocknan began 4 


in the Panhandle. They gave their hercs special atten- 


tion, and before’ Long the big cattle barons had vassed 
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One Phe county ceased to be open as barbed wire care 
into use. Better breeding stock was introduced ana 
in the course of time the. long horn had disappe. rea. 
The ecarly-cattlemen' grew no crops but depended 
on the native era ses Lo carry thosir herds throughout 
the: year. hate in the ane a little foad was 
‘gromn for their horses. - Not until about 1900 did settlers 
begin, to mike a living from the soi When wibh 
the introduction of the irrigation wells far ing 
became @ gigantic industry. 
When Swisher County was in its-i nfanc ¥. those 
who disired to supplement their finances did so by 
Nobcking up bones"... With wapon and Oe ens would 
transverse the country side and pick up bones of the 
buffalo whose carcasses were left by the hice hunters, 
to dry and bleach under the lexas suns. lhe bones 
were picked up and’sold for sight dollars. a ton. 
Another lucrative Sobs—thit brovupgut wevurad 
dollars to those who dssirea to utilize their sparu 
tame, Was. that of aigeing.toco..° The loco werd is a 
poisonous weod with reonish gray leaf and.a shading 
of lavendsr and purple Liowers. Lt grew Juxurientily 
on the prairies and was detrimental to cattic and 
horses trat ate the weed hi ls Loraginrm for sustenance. 


ta ¢ . ; 2 . . . 
60.a number of ranchers undertook the gigantic 


Bal oe.” , ie li e , : ied 
be A “emo oath polhint ne. 


HYD. BS . @otQ 


is) Cenestin® Be toot sla lala Pay Velbes 


ep af a 
aig tid em hier” aad: biti d iedaiees Aid ef 


eid ae dit Mee wore Be yee ce Bean’). 
Jusiqsowdd oot a abit vinn od adelery evtden oy 0 
dda Boot ef ihe B ne teeatn ele soed aay ecg 


wake 8 ts ith OORL gir aie Unac toh vegerod> 4 me 101 1 OD 


no iW esi! 6 TOR WAY neve Qltye) scat of okacd 


BK MeGk Bit BE RP AS rte ditid oe me Ed obuerid ons - 


vid avoRt obdane ty, & sitsosd 
aad Worst etl mr ete + CMO! Lene Be foci 


Vi62 bho) iorRM Thad dreams ese oa HeTES LD oot 


Lj 
4 


Bidow weld ic He paniidin Seid on Uodigig" | 


oid “yo Biro ya Peake “har of be ~ittisios, ot severansad 


J 


Fk Bite fie) eer? wid a TICE 

named bie ‘Bee tit “abt Oe 4 bts Wi oF 
?, 46% 6 Sasitob tanks toi Doee bere sa biadotq s1Ew 
uy Lor ret i. jut tiddmedeg, anita neous rank oan 7 


nage ted! oat tie ae dete: 5 ate eon Od eo sktob 


( aeonat a orb teed Siri Mebreers on uigtw aoom om: doatog: © 


j a ae ‘ ‘ 
" Ny 
me 1 i , Re ; 


re 


tow edadsorbo gtolw of otiked: 


e yh ee nb by av Ovol tnt vemod hevryyhe 30d opt a a 


Page 16 


task of dig-ing up loco, that covered many sections of 
the country. ‘They would block off darre squares of Land 
and mark them with little tufts of sod placad one on 

Gop of the other to make vhe chopping «ore uniform 

and systematic. nose little "sod men", as the formation 
was .called looked Lae little Suniel euarai ng 

the many acres of land, And thus the ranchers cleared 
many acres of the obnoxious weed. 

Another industry that loomed large in early days 
was the wagon yard and livery stabl=. ‘the wagon yard 
was a lar;e plank enclosed lot, with corrals and feed 
for norses. It was the usual accompaniment to ton 
lif:. No torn was complete without. its wagon yarca and 
livery stable. 

At the wagon yard the freighturs stopped-and spant 
the nicht bateiing with their own camp equivmont, 
and obtaining feed for their teams. The also kept 
rigs and horses for hire. 

Another unique industr: was that of makin: Spurs. 
Mir. J. O. Bass had such an industry.. He pers. nalized 
each spur, hammering sut the rowels by hana. Sometimes 
he made them out of silver ee 

Although he made sours foyfany men Prroueheut 
the United states, he also had special customers like 


tom Mix Wiose spurs were’ made according to his own 
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Speci tisiaons. He made spurs for a Texas General and 
for ranchers and cowboys. 

tis orders came from across the seas from tar 
away khneland. He never sent out a spur that did not 
-come up to his own standards. sach spur must be peri'ect. 
He was active in the spur business from 1906 to 192). 


We-can recall the days of the ola stagecoach 


whose motto was "The mails must eo. Garou". The 
Stage in reality was a four seated hack, drawn by a 
double team of mies. It would make the run to 
Plainview from Canyon via of Tulia. Th: teams vere 
—HApRY LAR ESS 
chan,ed at Tulja'and fresh teams were, taken to. complete 
A“ A 
Bie OU n. - t PS COSC he we Cag VEE OTN eae. 8 
SO eT that the people set their watches and clocks 
by Lt. 
From the stugecoach era the vos ates 
to the era of the lLocomotivs. 
In the year 1906 Tulia's. first railroad was built. 
In serpentine array the new rails gleaned in. the sun. 
A new era was approaching and an ‘old tra was going out. 
the iron horse wes making itself felt in Tulia. 
This Little anecdote was told in connection with 
Puiva’ Ss Tings: treads (All Pua’ had turned cut. to 


see the train's first appearance. The conducwor seeing 
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that the whole community wes present, wishea to @aa a 


e 


little humor to the occasion, so he yelled out,: "look 
out ¥2 are ¢oinge to turn around". 30 the crowd, most 
all of them, scurried back to a place of safety (I was 
one of the ": ise" ones as I had previsusly ridsn on 
a train from Canyon to “hitesboro) but it was quite a 


‘ a 


joke on the inhabitents. 


Among the pastimes in Tuilia during its early 


years, was. the picnic. This was a fala cccasion 


— 


‘ ) ) 
‘ = = = = uu x 
amnually. There was.abvays the "J ierry-co-round", ( i a vd 


that was empovered by 2 numbsr of burros, "the lemonade 
stand" and a long table for food. sometimes they woul 


have -a nlatform for square dances. 


harly in the morning, on the 17th of Ju:y, 


gd bezin wencing their way to the picnic. 
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: herse 
Some a-foot, some on t+e== 
somes in covered wagons. The picnic was usually held 
oid : : : ‘ 
at the ed school nouse, although there were instances 
=n : ; oid : : 
where it was held in the e4t courthouse. Ail wanted 
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At 12 C'clock the women began unloading their 


chuck boxes, and placing victuals on the tab e, which 


were sheltered from the sun by wagon sheets (tarp:ulins 
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we woula call ae today) stretched high over the table. 
The old school house was also the place to have 

the conrunity Christmas trees. Several days before 

Christmas the men folk would see that a huge tre 

was brought from the nearby canyons. Anda by Unristmas 

eve. 1.0 was standing on the rostrum of the old school 

house--all bedeck a with Me camles and ornaments. 

The gifts were not wrapped in colorful packages as 


they are today, but hanging 


on the tree in plain 

sight, would be toys, dolls, vanity sets, ote. People 
came from all over: the country, and a person's popul- 
arity was recoeniged by the miny times his mime was called 
out. 

One. gift thet neem the hall of mstiory was a 
crecent shapped pin cushion, wrought in elaborate 
embroidery, si.k, lacé a ribbom.-) Ig imouiiers hrs 
G. ©. rofft was 50 fascinated by it--th.t she could 
haraiy keap her eyes abi it. fo her surprise ,.when 
tre name Was Cat Led, “ho was hers. “Anda unk tor 


J 


many years in her home where it bore mute testinrony to 

ne true friends 
Once Ars. “Port. valked: over to spend the day 

With one of hor nejhbors, a distance. of one and one 


quarter miles. Her two sons were walking with her and 


she was pulline the baby: in a little red wegon. 
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After spending. tne day they were returning home. 
fearing the clatter of horses hooves, she looked 
back and saw a bunch of wild horses pursuing ner, 
she began running toward a barbed wire fence, es 
Tash. es she sofa with the little ones. whe kept 
glancing back to sse the norses raining on her. As 
S.e@ reached the fenee, the horses, halted just 2 few 


feet away. Thus a tragic de=th was averted by a 


While going to market was not classed as a pasti 
it broke the monotony.of.every day life.’ Today when 
the housewife, on poing to the pentry and finding it 
bare, hops into her Ford, or Buick or Cadillac and 
wiiseks. herself to tho er cery store to set a loai of 
bread or a bottle of extract. low different were the 
ne ids etree housewife supplied in the eurly days. 

Mechousewife then,.must be foressighted. wohe m 
antici pate her needs ‘a vear in advance. Hie! TSG 
nlan and make notes for the great day.when they would 
to to market. 

Her order , oe was: vastly differcnt from the 
orders sent in today. , The carly piains-roman’s orcer 


was something like this: 200 pounds of sugar, 300 


pounds of flour, 30 pounds of eaffs 
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apples, 2 crates. dried peaches, 300) pounds. of bacon, 
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100 pounds pinto beans, lO ga! syrup, a pepor of 


needles, 20 yards ca-ico, 20 yards denim, 3 dozen 
buttons ,-ete.(accordine to Tirs. T. A. Gray). 

Waking ready for the trip was-indeed a thrill. 

Vanp Sup Lies must be assembled; bedding must be put in; 
water juos fi led: ‘and all’ the needs’ for a Tive day 
trip must be looked after. 

On the day of their departure they. arise lcn, before 
dawn, A hurrisa* meal is. prepared; the horses are peas: 
the. teems.are put to the wagon. Then as the sun peeps 
up. over: Tne eastern horizon they are off, The crack 
of the whic’ is heard. The wagon cringes and er2’ ks 

To 

as they wend their way over the prairic se Amarillo 
or Ularendon, to return heavily laden with provisions 
bat would last another year, 

“Another interesting diversion of Tulians would 
be 4 trip to the "McKenzie Battlesroundc". In the vsarly 
days fie battleground was bhoucht. to oe been cue east 
of Tulia in-the Palo Duro Canyons. There wis a 


oO 


linge Tiat peck Omwhien,- 1 Was. said, the. Inoaian 


Gg) 


imoulesd in bieir wer dances. later it was lecrned 
from a -party of Indians that cams to Tulia and visited 


the oli battlegrounc, tht the real battleground lay 


farther vo the north; where the white men massacred all 
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i@ Indians! ponies. 

Be that as it may, still Tulians used to go to 
the canyons to enjoy a day's outing. This meant 
they must prepare a picnic lunch. The mode of 
conveyance was by a "Johnny Barnes uagon", piled high 
with straw. Cosine passengers on the wagon would be 
many: lunch boxes. 

The ages by team and vapon was ar asl, day uncdsr- 
taking. ive usualy eee by early noon: The first 
biing we usua ld did was to make an inroad on the lisch 
boxes, and leisurely feast on their contents. 

The afternoon wes AeA in climbing in the canyons, 
eee for beads and arrow heads which were left by 
the Indians in a past not too far distant. Then late 
in the afternoon we would wend our way homeward, tinéd 


but happy over the day's recreation. 
SOVE FIRSTS IN TULTA 

Among seme of tha @ieens in Dey Wie eere Mid Clare ry: 
store operated by. lirs. Taffity.. She had huge bunches 
of roses, clustercs of daisies, and sprays ol morning- 
Pipes which were to trim your enon chapeau. {ou 
couid glance ina »drror bate han nigh on, the walt 
ond see a grotesauc likness of yoursell aid g2t an 


idea -of whet your new hat: wowld look Ik:. 


tie first loom in-tulia was opsrated by a .rs. 
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gdmondson, daughter of Mr. Arseneaux. lor a number 

of years she wove rag carpets for the commnity. Tour 
social standing rated according to the newness of your 
ray; carpet. 


‘ 
Th first music teacher was lirs. Pamela Boyds 
lillie Poff wes her first pupil. ae ee husband 
was a superintendent of the school until he was taken 
in death. 
The. first doctor in Swisher county ‘wes the elder 
Eke 
Dr. Barnes, father of H. D. Barnes who succeeded his 
‘x 
father as doctor. Dr. Stanifer also practiced medicine 
im the county during the nineties. 
Tulia's first ‘hotel was named the “iWiite Hotel". 
It was owned by Mr. White and his two sisters opzreted 
tins, ) Ler IE wes PUT De wie BL -oCOtb. 
Ae ars sPosi, “Vishee wes locatea an -a dugout. 
It was run by Varion Faulkner in the year 1890. 
later lr. Connor acted as vostmaster. Ih: post office 
at that time was lLocsted in ie Lonnor's dugout. 
Tulia-was ca:led.the town of sindri_ls. 
very backyard had its ovn windmi 1. van you imagine a 


Yd ig Gtk SG Me \ Wa mL Ee Ss) LEG Apulia bs Wns 
town Oo many windmicls? tb that 
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at Duiia 
losked liké before it put in city water. Then the 
windmills disappeared one by one until there is not 


a Sangle windmill infeown. 
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CATACLS:S Of THs iuot 

Forenost among the great Cataclysms of tin plains 
was the great prairie fire in 1900. 
| The day dawned bright and calm, and clear. ‘The 
prairie stretched out in great undulating areas of 
waving. green, intersected by barbed wire fences, ith 
nothing to break tic monotony of the landscape except 
an occasioml ranch house. ‘Tumble weeds rolle.: by at 


intervals, swept on by gentle rising breezes. 


The morning advanced. The air became hazy, the cattle 


‘yestless. “The horses: halted in their craging-- 
peLcrcd ipetnheur ears and looked toward the west. 
wind incre ised in velocity. .AlLons. the wostern hori gon 
was A low, dullieray outline. - The atmospheres becaire 
laden with smoke. ‘then you could see tie red flames, 
leaping, creepine, spre2ding--coming closer and closer. 


Ms 

Tt.was a fire--a prairie fire. Instantly the: 
inhabitants were galvanized int) action. The 
plowed fire guards. Vhey drove their cattle into the 
centers of plowed fields. Some drenchec their houses 
with water. ALL vere rustorine thier ones Lo pit 
against the dreadful demon--2 prairic fire. 

the womens were hurr ing to.amd fro. 
their nousehold goods to c rters of 


Others took refuge in water tunks. © Pa 


inaemonium provailed. 
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The fire came unrelentingply on. The wind increesed. 
‘Blazing chips were hurled into the air--to fall in 
ayy trubts of -¢rass which sprung at ‘once. into heaping 
flames. 

in the vanguard of ts fire rebpits raced ae 
tein daves,- -The devouring Tlemes. cane .on.and on. 


2 
(od 


Fouses vere burned to the ground. Cattle were 
singed anti their hides erack:d and peeled... bore 
carcasses were left charrec and. blecksned anon the 
dood and 4 ing animals. 

oe 


Like demcn against demon, men pitted their 


Surengun a2eainst Lnat of the tire. . With wet sacks 


of the fire dragging the wet sacks in their’ wake 
tnere—by smothering the angry flames. “en on’ foot 
fought with brooms, wet blankets or.old coats. They 
musG not: quit. They ae conquer. 

The men became exhausted. heir faces wore 
ome oa with smoke. Their facus were: ver dirty. 
theakr clothing exked with the smell of fire. 
Ihearchands: were -bDlisiered. , But 
still they kept on. 

ends id ns wind 2nG. flames had spent their 

: 
fury, wie wind “ceased. five flamesiatsa down. The 


s So  DeArier 
fire, meeting a Lica Way Of a creek, or road, or 


by mans’ effort became a thing of the past. 
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Gn the morrow what a senerast are ted their 
vision from the previous dawn. Once the prairies 
Were coverad with a rich, soft, warm carpet of Lrass 
on which contented cattle crazed and. fed. . Now tic 
eareh wes Dieck a.d charred. Piles of asnes marked 
tie site of unprotected homes. In “ome places the 
prairie was cottod ith searod carasses-of cavtle. 
the fire had taken its Goll. 

Grim lines marked the faces of thi esternors 
But they buckled their bolts a Ibis bh nbers saqueeged 
their wurse. strings a little herders and lifted. their 
chins a little higher and they stayed with tne Jand. 

Another thing that brought fear anc consturna ttn 


peer ars Cigars eit ek doa fn Re gr ape) Rate Re ee A - eihy ate ean San Sr: 
bo the tre bitents: of ormshur: Gounty. Vas tne: Tnceian 


One Gay there came a messarcs to the comunity 
of lu ia that the Comanches were on th wer path anv 
Looe BNey ware heading foo Dptiiia. Tie news spread 
around in true reverion manner that the "Comanches 
are coming", 

The popul..ce @ongresat d ner the old court 
hooves. They: cirei sd thetr sia~ons to forma bubwor': 


The women 2nd children.wtre, tlaced inside th. circle 


of wagons, They watened and waited. but no sign of the 
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Indians ajspeared. Finally it became known that a 


drunken stegze driver had formulated the idea as being 


a luge prank to: play upon the: people. 
In Speaking of cataclysms we would not Torcet 


: 
iy 
i 


in the yesr 1935. 


bhe. "plecte duster! that hit eTuddaone Sunday. afternoon 


A groat builow of dust rolicd up Irom the south- 


west—-complitely obliterating the sun. It was derk, 


very dark--so much so’ the lights hed to be turned on. 


wore people thought the world was coming to an ond. 
while Tulia has hid many "dusters" since then— 
none equcl in intensity that.of the first one. 
Another plague of cstaclysmic nature was the 
pra sshooper plirue in the early minties. Lhoy Cem 
in great: hordes. lhe sky wis -blickomed by tiem.. 
They. ate every vestige of weud 


Crops. Phe; even atbesthe bark off. the fPenee posts. 


ir. John Lemons: was heard to say “iy -Gawd, 


boys look up yonder". There were hords and. hordes 


of prasshoopirs—but to the relief of tic settlers, 


siisher Covnty-—-there was sn: thet supereoded all 
others , This was the dreugh in-1892. there wes 
a. Dlade of gress; mot a stalk of crain in th:.south- 


west. There was not a lake with water in it. 


, Erass, and the prowing 
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This Condition tried. the souls of’ men. The 1ess 
stout hearted hitched up their teams and headed breex 
horwe--Le.ving in their wake turfts of rabbit hair 
instead of tin cans that usually marked the camp- 

Site of the incoming sbulors. Jockinely: it wes said 
tiet a person could tell which way the trevecer was 
soing by the remains left at the csmp-site--tin cins-- 
they were coming inj rabbit heir--they ture lesvin,. 

Neither would we forget the great ° izzarcd on 
february l2th in the year 1699. The thermometer 
eonmrne to 23 below zero. (Texas Manic 

it was so cold that the men folk coulc not-work 
outside more than an hour or tyro at a time When 
fhe“ -returnod to their homes they would heve miniiture 
icicles hanging on their mustaches and eyebrows. 

iOecaree banat hich were encased in home-made 
mittens, woulda be half frozen--although the mittens 
were “Lined and t2ircerlined. 

it was. the cattlemen who suifered the greatest 
losses at this time.. ‘heir ‘cattle would drift with 
the wind, 28 1t.bore down in all’ its fury--swirling 


t 


Seetcane Snot Ant ts were. ho catils drifted south 


tranele ons another to death as thoy sought to- escape 
the fury of tne wind, One mnwas known to’ have cut 


the fencas--to let the cattle drift. ‘thereby the cattle 
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escaped death by trampling. 


CLI yea 
? Kitts 
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(Contributed by Mrs. Frank Armstrong) 
The town of Kress, situated tvelve miles from 
‘Tulsa, is an outcrovwih of the Wright «community. The 
Fost: Ufitice, tormerly 2b right, was later moved to 
Kress,: and with the Po t Office as a nucleus, other 
businesses were added to it. 

We recall the mercantile istore operated by d. T. 
Bacile, as being the Lirst store in Kress. d- F.. lMoore 
ran 5 pee merchandise erare in the nineties. 

The Methodist built the first church in re a 
and all denominations sorship).ed there. 


The first schoolhouse at Kress, was a small 


two story building, with four rooms, two downstairs and. t 


upstairs with the stairs.on the. outside of the 
building, one at each end. 

The "heating system" consisted of huge coal and 
wood stoves one in each room; ans the teachers were 
the custodians of the building. Of course it was the 
duty of the older pupils to keep the coal and vood 
Soe ar for tne fires. 

The water wes sup lied b; a windmill that seemed 


to have a habit of always being broken down, which 


Neal ae ey ‘ a 
‘necessitated hauling water, from a nearby hume. Those 
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pupils fortunate enough to live near enough, which could 
wean from one-half to a mile or farther from school,: 
walked to School, many without beins tardy or absent. 
Others rode horseback or aeere ing in bugeies ‘or 
“Wagons. 

some Of the early day superintendents were: 
fits. ee as Hinde hay, Bea. Graharr, Lit. Jenkin 4. walL 
dwans, 3S. W, lleeves, Ir. wyllis, and Loe Navlin. 
A very modern building was put up in 191), of 
which the entire commnity and surrounding area were 
very proud. Tt had manyrooms and even a "lerge" 
Stace. and many, many delightful. programs were enjoyed 
there. The boys and girls played football and basket- 
ball. on outcoor GOUrts 5 aia sorts of weather. 
A sm ll gym was added to the grounds were volleyball 
could a so be played in addition to’ baskctball. 

The deautisul new school system that Kress suoports 
“now LS ee far ery from the old buildings, but I daresay 
none or the pupils enjoy school as much now as sone 
of the ones who went in earlier years. 


mome. of the teachers ere: ‘iss Allene Skipvzorth, 
Miss os pkiprorth, Uiss: huth Moore, Pass. hettLe 
Moore, Miss Huby Crawly, Kill Olsne Valentire, Miss 
Clack, l"iss Bertha Childress, liss “innie Hodges, and lass 


Algie Hodges. 
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Kres today, has population of thre: hundred 
and fifty PUN das APmMavee te Althouch the inhabitants 
are small in number, they are welded together in 
strong appreciation of ome another. Their zeal and 
ampioion 25 0f the highest, standard. - Their ideals. of 
high culture «re evident in their every day Life, and 
their school, system is of the highest quality. 

HA PPY 
(Contributed by Irs... C. white 
Less Oe Cie Nt Gre yn 
and Happy Herald) 

Once upon a time, as all good stories begin, there 
WAS a _roup of cowboys pissini: through the country. 
They were out of weber, and were vVory bhirsty. rhey 
came to a draw with running water. At once they dis- 
mounted and knelt at the stream to sake their thirst. 
Gn raisin from their knoes one of the corboys oxclaired 
"Oh Hap. y Draw", and from thence forward the community 
was kn wn as happy. 

Hapzy, located on the northern border of Swisher 
County, has develop2d into a thriving ite conter 
ane as Quetion proud of atkragid g¢roruh. Ttcis he 
eenten of a rich agricultural territory where wheat, 
sorgum and other crops are crown profitably and 


successfully. 


The large grain clévators located in Happy hsndle 
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hundreds of thousands of bushels of wheat annually, 


and is shipped to all parts of the world, 


It. Baggerly was the only woman in Happy 

for the first seven months after her arrival. She came 

to Happy in 1906. Wrs. Bagrarly, now deceased, tolls 

Or ner dirsh Deneoin dapoy.. She said,” atver traveling 

from Canyon over an uncharted trail by ‘chartered! 

hors: and buggy we were competled to spend. the night 

in a make-shift shed with a dirt floor. lie slept 

on the ground since our heuse-hol« goods hadn't yet 

arrived. During the night it rainscd constantly. 

The root leaked tadly. 1 slept with a dishpan setting 

on my stomach in order to keep dry. I haa to onpby 

ye pan sevire lL ibimes petore Lhe reaan ceased." 
in-eddiiien to herrseveral ouhar "iirecs", rs 

baccarly also officisted at the yirth of she first 

baby born in Happy. The baby was the son or 

bi, sano. firs. ha A. lotam, end was chragtensd Armon: Logan, 


1 


hires Logan was happy 's third ravilroac agcnt. they 
lived in the baggake room of the Santa Fe. Station where 
krmon was; born. Dr. HM. D.. Barnes, father of Dr. Roy 
Barnes of Amarillo wes to officiute at his jae lagi pun OW ge 


the -stork traveled faster than the doctor's horse and 


bUZgy. SO, Armon was delivered with no professi:ml 


. sls 


Skil other than thet. rendored by krs. Eag;arly. 


7 4 ’ : - 
ryan * ve 7 : athe 7 2 7 
; ‘ : t ~ 7 
oa 5 J 
Ls SC sya | 
7 


| ee Ly | 
eV fermi trois Yo efatend ta Sarprwols to evo 


‘ 


iror ond adicg Ife 99 Boagtde of bas 
wt a ae itue * yiito ew ery vftsaget . 4p er 


pa 


ogo de Sev b us Ter “offs eridnom rove PPALL Sit oF 

Hil: 2 .Woaesgosd a era: 39 a O0CL at vae! od 

e., 7 

Stier: tose tae Ma 0 Gey ah ant oes t: is iH 20 "a 

‘soto denio" ud ‘ae bedaatene fs sve Coc wont ng 

ee: & itd daecs i og, balfegns 3D. _ otew ow Soleil ite . 210r bs 

IGeLle ov *osf? ort & tid ie 4 eta S$ tr'eopeten.. rs ‘ai aye , 

Suey Mi abad zhe0: Lorie scr: d tao date briuerr | atid [to ati 

Uonatesce b oknt $f siute odd oc dud ebevierrs - 

Ys seSaguets - hr: tee - : iyebes Noslenl” oe oat 
Keon OF pat T xd Gea os xshte Bi ricmedsa wi x 

Where o ater 3 vuo'led newts Lx wo: Are <sfy 

cet Meant é dio Lricve svebed 3 ‘i tese wl | Bis 


eavilitis Jo sddifed cls fe Due BSF EIO of) +, yits 


te a07 wid egw ysis ofl seetie@ll a? avod yard. 
ateco] nomm met: his. one bee aftzjod HA wl 122. Sas St! 
| 
Yt. ae 98 Snotlicr pabsie etna a! ars 82}0 | ules 


eons x — i etme ais 20 Moot g¥aiged atts “ bows 


Wee watt 46 seis ears “lt eH. .t10d egw morta 


seal nie est te of toro od ob eM att taens 40 ear 


ep] 
se 
be) 
oO 
ep 
: 
cr 
49) 
(oF 
|Z 
cr 
oO 
ky 
“ee 
ae 
Not 


Mrs. Bacgarly, mother of fulia' 
was book-keeper for the first store in ilapoy, wich 
“was opereted by de- ©: Bradenbau;h. ‘It wos a lurber- 
yard and dealt in coal and crain. 


Sine @ 


The first Fost Office was the Hugh Curry tome 


The stagecoach that ran from Canyon to Plainview 


vet 
carricd the rail and changed teams at the Surry hme 
- Other early settlers rere J. 4. igwerds, ©. 0. 


z 


wiitman and his two sons veth 2nd Vester. Another ola 


+ - “rr —:  -~-3_e *< aae aes oS 471 = . E = 2 
timer wes d. F. t:nite who owmmed three sections of land 


ct 
i 
cc. 
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T. J. Hall was a colorful character that .lived 
at Hapzy Hollow in the early nincties. ie was a bachelor. 
fe Lived ina om room house that contained a bachelor 


stove, sacks of f:ed for his horse, his saadles 


harnesses, a bed, a table and meager household suppli 


ho 25. 
There was a windri'l nearby 2nd froisitors massing 
through would make his hom Stopping piace to rest 
end water their teams. 

nt. tll was.a very sociable type, often foing 
on horseback to spend the night vith friencs in the 
out-—lying community. 

Dr. &. O. Feters- was Lapsy's first..doctor en rr. 


Dill nger was the first druz;ist. 
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august UT of the same year the city comrissionors 
were selected. The Ta Ue. Pes de phe la ete Cho Liv Sst 
Mavor and..t'.. commissioners. were Tom Bandy znd 
yet Wohauwe aT Sera or 

The railroad came to Wappy in. 1907. : Proceeuings 


for butidine the road wer 


La 


started in 190, but were 
not broucht to completion until 1906. 


Wlaity and “ialmadce" nefotiat.d the Jand deal 
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for the tovns George Stratton and Bob we 1s were the. 
first station agents, 
Ges Sarah ose, now iss, (seth Whitman,” was 
iteopy Ss first school teachirs the school opsaned 
an JOP wiih an enrollment: ef thirtecn pup is. of al 
SRCa.) 2S) TES school pui laine was built by citizcns 
who. seve money or labor. Today ths school isa: modern 
plant and it accomod. tes a terse number of pupils. 

Che: Methodist “hurch was the Dhrst church of Uascy 
It was moved into Hapsy- from the country. lor a 
amber jot years, anion. sunday ochosl was nedd in the 
ethodist Church. ‘Mes. mil Sehafer is the only 
living cherter member. 

The Ha ooy Baptist Uhureh vas the first apbi & vhurch 
DMI in the county. Tt, also, wes moved into 


a 


town from the country. L7rs. We... ulitewas tino 


vhurch's first organis’ 
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In Sapoy today you will fine up-to-date business 
firms ana. the streets ere well paved. It is a 
flourishing little town of six hundred: and ninety 
inhabitants. (loxas Almanac) 

| 1346397 
The Vigo Park Gomunity 
Contributea by Mrs. t'rink Gobb 

"Go west Young Man" was still an inspiring 
quotation back | ae 1905 then the Texas and Indiana 
land Company was organized by fr. Ira Andrews’ in Terre 
Haute, Indiana with the purpose of providing a. site 
on W.ich to settle adventurous p2ople from thet 
trickly settled state. Settlers care from both Vigo 
and Fark countics, hence, the name chosen for the site 
Vigo Fark. If, andrews. broucht .treinloads of Fros- 
pectives. to Tulia where they then traveled by buggy 
overland and picked out thir locations. The small 
ae cherie comets tee of a general SvOre ab hve ne 
quarters above, a post oifice, a blacksmith shop, 
school and-church... Houses were built by the. partners 
mabation & obtitt, after they had- built th ir own, and 
neva lly ing Stivievusediin Indiana. four or five 
of these houses ctilh stand and are lived in, on? of 
MIEN a8 the home of John welk:r, ons halr' mile South 


of the store. lr. Welker was the Tex.s representative 
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of. the-Indiana Land Company and many prospectors were 
put up and entertained there. He also m:t almost 

eve y now family arriving in Tulia, 25 miles away. 
He loaded their household ;' sods into a wegon pulled 


by a team of big red mules and often pulled the family 


new home. He made occasional calls on them later. 
also to see about their welfare which was much 
appreciated by people: more or le:s homesick amd -Lonely. 
Not ail these fari lies stayed, some succumbing to that 
iongine for former surroundings, rclatives and friends; 
thouch the most real reason was economic , duo to tiie’ 
diiferant ano dificult. way of life on these -»lains. 
A Lew who went "back home" were the Newtons, Lakers, 
aebsters, Halls, Lopowe les ands Grid tine. iravedy 
also playod AUS Pay Ay Mavis Necessary TOr Sime 
to return to a more advantageous way of ‘ife. such 
a Tamily was’ that of-'r. ane firs. ollie Hay. “They. 
came Irom indiana ancd-sebtled near hea Jnll, a delightful 
family of seven children, with. parents that no word could 
descrive but good. .An infant left them bereaved 

in their first home and a young son was insured on 

a runavay Norse, recovering onlywaiter months of severe 


suffsrine.: Teaver a lSsyoar ole idanphier passed away 


and ‘Ghair oldest sun vas: Kirled bya Speeding car while 
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at school in Kansas City. Ima fow years ths fathor 
also left-then and irs. tay hed buried half her family. 
tn the Vico Park Csametery. She used great food sense 
in returning to Indiana where ,.with tie help of her 
husband's sister, where she was able to become the city 
librarian and as a result educated her three sons and | 
her dauphter. irs. Hay left an indelible irpression 

on her friends and neichbors by exhibitire notaing as 
strencthy, patience’ and fait: through all her sorrov. 


some famtiics who remained in Vigo Park whore: the 
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Blocksome, the Augspurras, the John welkers, the Jim 
welkers, the sotitts, the Garaners, anc tnm> huxfords 
and: Davis(now in Tulda).° ‘Wwo-men were widowed 

anc obtained "mail order" wives. Ree cu onar aire 
dmitiled one of the first, irrigation wells in swisher 
Cmanty =. ales w.bster was one of the first mane ves 
of “GAs: nera | store, which also convained the post 
el tee. 0. Huxford fo.lowed him and later bece mela 
TUG: WSrORent «A aocior algnewas mrouchh cut. *o6 
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he Wea bo farm as lis prectice was srali.9 Patients 
WaOrme Vere Owec 2) iret ben Tei aoa Mere al Or his: 
return’ from plowing. He would bs ‘covercd witl. dust 
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vthers Wino cane from Indiana bub wived in ited 
Mili were the Spears, the Van lloutens, the M4illors, 
and the Eranes. ‘Times awers tard for all and furniture 
“and carpsts bi.an to look shabby. dn the Grane amily 


TS. VERS GOO up ner Profesas.cn, Sehosl “peachinw. 


summsrs she taught at the love School and in Winters 


at Hed Hill. Leter she taught at Vigo Fark, she and 
War daughters living in quartsrs over the store. ‘Two 
teachers oreceded her a%- Vigo Fark, Bert Hall’ and. a 
i BeMC vs iMeS. Crane ond her farily Loved tne 

veopie in. this. Texas Panhandae and were dotermined 

to stay which she rade possible by teaching. PS « 
Crane hao fone out on one of ‘ur. Noaenie tours and 
white he had first planno. to Locate in Kansas where 
Cuierowemnucors ol wire) fame had Ss -obledsane, Gone Wess 
ie Cate ont uadiokas, ane likad so mich pie looks of 
the country and especially “the nice breeze blowing all 
tne bine", that he couldn't resist buying in the ved 
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Hill conmanity. eins. Grane, besides. teacning, took 


an active part “inycommunity Life organig. 


rae) 
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scliool, often serving as superintendent. oh.. organized 
taugub an pany cifferent rimmed. schools, 
Hot. all. life was seriscus arcund Vigo Fark in 


tirese days. These people were not acquainted with the 
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row stancard amusements, riduos and square dances of 

WESC te Les in. WoOrIeS* and ron be evisyon.. Bub. the 

rarerts provided many joyous occasions for both | oung 

and old. Enese consisted of spvorth League ana: socials, 

aft .rnoon rine ness Lash. tries and bax Suppers « 

Another SOUrce OF Social \ite as. we las Spiritual 

ins pLrat?.on was revival moebinges with resultant baptiz' nes 

in the creek or ine large stock tank. On visits 

back in Indiana cousins would ask whet there wes to go 

to in lexas. when the answer was Suncay ochool.ang church 

there was much laughter. But there was a great apprec- 

ation of each other in all gatherings and everything 

was. hilarious where people got together for fun. 
Outstensing talents were not lacking. in these 

satherings. ilthel Blocksom covla preach a food sermon 

if Eeaéa or Write and de-iver a po2m at’a momsnts 


nobice. She. Ww 


ee) 


5S the: iife of every op rte as as 
Harvey Crane, who, thoue:t ne did not touch a drop of 
liquor was often thought "bit up". pthel Blocxsom 
was from sureka. oprings; dirkansas where her father 
was mayor. susie Van a) eee a beautiful Kentucky 
bxtle with.Lovely sidks and satins and an enga ong 
ee and a musical backsround. .She taugint:a bible 
course at nights to adults who passed it on to thir 


children. 3he came to Texas for her husband's health, 
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contracted his ajlment and passed away. leaving the whole 
neighborhood sad at Losing: hor lovely spirit, er 
husband baecam: well and returned to his reLatives to 
rear thoir three children. 

ViEvs wo lker Was a fimo nestess and choir singer. 
Khace, Nay, spoken of before, was.a /qujcu. and penile 
one ind hers was a c:san cheerful heme with 
the smell-of good food. lérs, Augspurger too providsc 
a model none ana raised three lovely cauchters. 
Later, she and her husband opened a good restaurant 
anita)  Tecn there wis! theam ue famidyet, 2d 
Pigs @ great Samiiy, movhor, father, and. ten children. 
Good food and Reels ss here too. [hey found it 


necessary to move to Tulia from the Futnam farm, and 


—= 


iS Miller was telerrapher for. the Santa Fe for Reece. 
while her husband was depot agent. As for the Putnams, 
they came from Indiana and establishsd a restaurant in 
Tulia which ran on the merit of Mrs. ivtnam's good 
cooking. They also own:d land in ited Wil! community. 
50 closely did she concentrate on her business anc so 
keenly sid she feel the isolation from her earl, back- 
eround that she made this ant ae WY. 5,- LO ML SG 
know Georj 2 sashington was Gead if I hadn't-rvad it in 
the paper before h.camne toclexas.” 


Another delightful psrsonelity who brought 
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culture to the Vigo Fark community was ass Susi 

Frye of Tulia. ohe displayed groat strength anc. courare 

driving horse dnd: bugey from her home: in Tulia, givine 

music lessons on the way to and from Vigo rark. ‘This 

took iss two days and she spent a night a tie Aug= 

Spmngare on rouue, \olhe had cone with her fam, 

the James iryas, trom Kentueky whire: She had treceived 

her musical eaucation..: eheus now ese John Keim, a 

mother and grandmother; a beloved citizen of Tulia. 
Most, of these Vigo Fark settlers adjusted well 

bo conditions and people already settled here. osome 

few became known as cold and suspicious "northernors". 
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who did build up friendliness with the native.vexans, 

thouen hs. There was much c¢ive and tak: between thom. 

Colloquialisms, such as "you-all" from the lexans and 

ROMER, rs ; 

oes! from the Indianaseresulted in great merrimont 

and each using the expression themselves. And what 

joy  itpwas' to exchange a Balt pallon of Dblackberrz2s 

Lor tres h milks eo eee tae nécced by cach fanily. 
Practical know-how from the Indianans was warm 

friendliness ani light gaicty from th Texans has meds 


a Gelightful combination in forming the character 


of another generation in th: Vigo fark Community. 
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fo sum up the assets of Siisher County we would 
say tht owisher county is an outstanding county. with 
its natural resources it ranks ade ee wovnene. | | TGs 
schools and churches are a reminder that its inhabit- 
ants superced or equal any other county in the south- 
West as ae oe education is: concerned, 
swisher county is situated strategically eens 
other, cities, making 1t a desirable tradimg center, 
for it is complemented with excellent stor2s, shops 
and places of business. 
lt .has been said that if you weer out i pair of 
shoes in Tulia, that if you ever leave you will always 
return. | 
BS we stand at the miadle of the twentieth century 
in the year 1958 we gaze in retro AM ction at the frontiers 
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our forelavhsrs explored. Who knows. but that. there 
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are creator frontier 
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to be exp.orad,as we turn our 
satellites towardi the room. ov stas may be bought 
into viscw. ler Jands may be discovered. And: our 
youth of today may pioneer ina more daring m:nner 


then Ol Bnemen Of yesiLeryears. 
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SWISHaR COUNTY 


In Swisher County you will find 


Ei 
Ww 


ind of every sort and kind. 
Creeks, Prairies, Canyons, and hilis- 


uvery. necd it fultfilis. 


Tt's soil. is deeps fertile and rich, 
wealth is found. in the irrigating ditch- 
As from the sarth the water flows 


To: thirsty crops row on rows. 


In-vigoreting air we breathe. 
The sun shines amon the trees 
Casting their shadows for a shade 


In every little nook and glade. 


To live abundantly and well 
Of no other: land could 1 tell 
Of so many blessings to have and “hold 


As in Swisher County-Land of Gold. 
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